
Youth Ministry Mission

THE CHURCH

We believe the Body of Christ, the Church, is God’s divine instrument to impact and reach the world. The Lamar Avenue Church of Christ Youth Ministry is a fully functioning piece of the Lamar Avenue Church of Christ, not above it, below it, or separate from it. We seek to glorify God as a vibrant part of the Lamar Avenue Family.

TEENAGERS
We believe teens matter to God; and therefore, they matter to us. This ministry’s main concern is junior high and high school teenagers. We seek to minister to the spiritual, emotional, and physical needs of every teen possible.  Our main focus of interest is the spiritual formation of every teen.

EVANGELISM

We believe it is our responsibility to communicate the Gospel of Jesus Christ with our mouths and our lives. We seek to be proactive, creative, and intentional in our approach.

PRAYER

We believe that the youth ministry of Lamar Avenue requires consistent prayer. If you are reading this, we ask that you be in constant prayer for our elders, ministers, ministry leaders, Bible class teachers, other volunteers, and our teens. We are empowered through your prayer.

DISCIPLESHIP

We agree to partner with teens in the cultivation and formation of their spiritual lives. As a result, purposeful programming is provided to enhance a teen’s relationship with Christ. We seek to develop discipleship through study, service, commitment, and selfless love. 

GOD’S WORD
We believe the Bible to be completely trustworthy, God breathed in all that it addresses. It is amazingly relevant to every generation. Therefore, we seek to communicate God’s Word to teens in ways that equip them with abilities to observe, interpret, and apply Scripture in their own lives.

PRAISE & WORSHIP
We believe teens were created to worship God with their whole person: heart, soul, mind, and strength. The glorification of God is the ultimate purpose for our lives and our ministry. Therefore, we seek to worship the Lord with our songs and prayers, but most of all, with our obedient lives.

COMMUNITY
We seek to encourage openness, honesty, humility, vulnerability, support, accountability, and love.

RELATIONSHIPS

We believe that investing our time, service, love, conversation and money in each other contributes to the overall growth of everyone involved. We are committed to building strong bonds together.

STUDENT-LED MINISTRY
Our ministry is not always about ministers, elders, ministry leaders, volunteers, etc. It is about teens. The use of their passion, knowledge, talents, and abilities is crucial to an effective ministry, and they will be challenged and encouraged to utilize the gifts God has given them.

EXCELLENCE

We believe that God desires our faithfulness in using the resources He has provided. Therefore, we seek to offer our best, and expect the same from our teens.

Student Expectations
We love our teens!  We want them to have fun and grow closer to God!  
The following expectations and boundaries exist for the good of our 
teens and our youth group.  We are also making parents and 
teens aware of our  expectations so that we are consistent in our treatment 
of all our teens.  Our hope is that Christ will change our lives not just our behavior.

TREATMENT OF SPONSORS

Sponsors are a vital piece of Lamar Avenue Youth Ministries. Many times, sponsors give up a large portion of their time and energy to minister to students. Students are expected to show consideration, cooperation, submission, kindness, courtesy, and respect to all of our sponsors. In addition, sponsors are expected to exhibit the same qualities during their interactions with the students. Sponsor/student(s) disputes will be handled this way:  Jered will meet with the sponsor(s) and student(s) in order to seek resolution and if necessary include the teen’s parents. 

TEEN DRIVERS

We are excited about your student’s ability to drive. However, for Lamar Avenue’s safety and the safety of your child, we would like to operate under the following: If the Lamar Avenue Youth Ministries event IS NOT an in-town event, your teen(s) are strongly encouraged to utilize Lamar Avenue’s provided transportation unless accompanied by an adult or otherwise consented by parents.

FIGHTING

Lamar Avenue Youth Ministries attempts to be a safe place where students can feel accepted, affirmed, and loved. Therefore, if fighting occurs, here is our course of action: (1) Jered or an available adult leader will discuss the dispute with the involved students and a resolution will be sought. (2) Jered or an available adult leader will discuss the dispute with the involved students and their parent(s) (3) Final action will result in a spiritual mentor being assigned to the teen for encouragement, support, and accountability.

DISRUPTIVE BEHAVIOR
We expect students to have fun, interact, and participate in a appropriate manner. Therefore, any student who is not cooperative with the adult leadership and the programming purposes will be addressed as such: (1) Teen will have a meeting between Jered, the adult leader(s), and the student(s). (2) Next will result in a meeting between Jered, parent(s, adult leader(s), and the student(s). (3) Final action will result in a spiritual mentor being assigned to the teen for encouragement, support, and accountability.  

ADEQUATE ATTIRE
Our expectation is that students dress in a modest and appropriate manner. We believe the first place this should be addressed is in the home.  As the youth ministry we will encourage appropriate attire, but consider this a parenting issue.  We DO have certain expectations on out of town youth trips, for example, Winterfest.  We feel that on out-of-town trips the sponsors are asked to fill the role of parents. Thus, we ask that no shorts be worn that are not fingertip length.  Also, tops are not to be worn that reveal the stomach area or are low cut.  Spaghetti straps should not be worn.  Clothing should not have any offensive writing or symbols that are contrary to what Christ would want for us.  We encourage this dress code all the time BUT we will seek to enforce it on out of town youth trips.  Should this be a concern on an out of town trip the student will be addressed individually and if necessary parents will be consulted on how we can reach a solution.  

*Many of our teens attend Camp Deer Run and understand appropriate attire on trips or at camp.  This awareness is what we are seeking on youth trips.
ALCOHOL, DRUGS, & SMOKING
We believe our bodies are the Temples of the Lord. Therefore, we expect students to refrain from non-prescribed drugs, alcohol, and smoking. Not only does it have negative physiological and spiritual results, but such use is against the law. If one of these abuses is determined the process of dealing with it will be: (1) Parent(s) are notified, and the situation handled immediately.  (2) The teen will be asked to take a break from LA out of town trips for a period of time no less than one month. Because we love our teens we will help develop a strategy for professional, congregational, and personal care and support shared with parent(s)/guardian(s).

PUBLIC DISPLAY OF AFFECTION
The displaying of affection among members of the opposite sex (regardless of whether or not the students are “a  couple”) is not condoned. The results of P.D.A. is twofold: (1) It makes everyone around very uncomfortable, and (2) It is a concern that the couple may be too physical in their relationship. 

If this arises, the process of dealing with it will be:
(1) Adult leadership will talk privately with the couple. 

(2) Adult sponsors to talk with the parent(s). 
(3) A spiritual mentor to provide encouragement and support                 
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Focus On your Child’s Understanding and Spiritual Growth





(F.O.C.U.S)
Families of Teens, 


We consider it a blessing to be a part of the Lamar Avenue Youth Ministry.  Our passion is to be involved in the spiritual growth of your teens through love, kindness, and courtesy.  We prayerfully desire what is best for your teens, and we place a great amount of value and importance on families and how they can develop spiritual growth for their teens.  We desire to be gracious and courteous, and to use the time and money that people have sacrificed for the youth ministry wisely.  We have the best interest of your teen and family at heart.  We are not perfect nor are the teens we minister to, yet through Christ’s call to be like him and love each other we ALL will overcome.

For the sake of Christ,

The Youth Ministry

______________________________________________________________________________

Parents will be invited on occasion to participate in “F.O.C.U.S.”  meetings with Jered and Tammy, Derald, or James.  Meetings are flexible to the date and time of their F.O.C.U.S., and the objectives of the meeting will include the following:

(1) prayer for the teen(s) and parent(s)/guardian(s)

(2) reflecting upon the teen(s) spiritual experiences

(3) ascertaining the impact of Christ in the teen(s) life

(4) reviewing/answering any questions concerning Lamar Avenue Youth Ministries

(5) accepting any suggestions for Lamar Avenue Youth Ministries

(6) informing parent(s) as to the direction of Lamar Avenue Youth Ministries

We believe these meetings are vital to gauging, impacting, and encouraging the spiritual growth of your student(s). Often, we do not think twice about meeting with our student’s teacher at school about academic performance; however, through the power of Jesus, Lamar Avenue Youth Ministries is committed to openness, helpfulness, and prayer, and we feel that FOCUS meetings will assist us in our attempts to minister to students and families                                                                  

Sponsor Expectations

We are so thankful we have parents and adults that want to spend time with our kids. We realize sponsors must sacrifice time, effort, and money to come on trips.  We want to help sponsors attend youth trips.  Sponsors will be supported financially on trips on an as need basis.  
1) We expect sponsors to model the life of Jesus Christ at all times.

2) We expect sponsors to have sensitivity, patience, and encouragement when dealing with the needs of students.

3) We expect questions when uncertainty is present.

4) We expect sponsors to be flexible and willing to adapt.

5) We expect sponsors to communicate with adult leadership concerning items such as: feeling overwhelmed, behavioral problems with student(s), uncertainty as to how to handle a particular situation, etc.
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Encounters with His Word 
(Bible Classes Sunday and Wednesday)

SUNDAY MORNING BIBLE CLASS
Sunday morning Bible class begins PROMPTLY at 9:05am upstairs in the gym.  The morning consists of announcements, prayer, discussion, and teaching.  Because the time is very short, we ask that all students attempt to arrive for class on time.  

LIFT (WEDNESDAY NIGHTS)
LIFT begins at 6:30pm in the gym; however, teens and their families are encouraged to be present during our fellowship meal at 5:30pm.  The evening consists of announcements, prayer, singing, Bible study, discussion, group activities, and sharing.  LIFT stands for Living Intentional Faith for Today, and teens will spend time in worship followed by an in-depth, practical study of how to live out disciple making lives within the context of their world.  

Our Summer Scholarship Program 

The purpose of our scholarship program is to encourage Jr. High and High School students to involve themselves in spiritual practices and disciplines that will encourage further spiritual opportunities.  The heart of this program is our teens’ commitment to participate in the program as the year goes along.  Teens who earn scholarship money can apply this toward our summer trips and camps.  Some examples are Uplift, Deer Run, and Float Trip.   The following is a list of opportunities to earn scholarship money. Teens which complete 4 of the options below are eligible for $100 applicable to all summer trips and camps that Lamar Avenue Church of Christ participates.  The most a teen can earn is $100 for his or her Summer.  If the teen completes less than 4 then they get $25 for each option they complete.  Should the teen not desire the $100 or not need it they can complete tasks and donate the money to someone in the youth group who could benefit from it.  
The benefit of this program is to give our teens ownership in contributing to their own spiritual walk; as well as, give any teen that does not need the scholarship the opportunity to be unselfish with what they have earned and help someone else.  
1) Sunday and Wednesday Class Attendance—Students can have no more than 8 absences for the school year.  This excludes holidays like Christmas or New Years Eve.

2) Participate in 3 Service Projects—Check further for project information.

3) Read completely through the New Testament twice in 2004-2005 school year—Turn in 3x5 card with parent’s signature that you completed this.

4) Read 3 Christian books and write or type a 2-page summary of each book.  

5) Memorize Ephesians chapter 2 and quote by memory 

6) Take notes over 20 sermons.   

7) Visit shut-ins a minimum of 5 times.

8) Interview 5 different families of our Young at Heart members.  Get interview form and turn back in to Jered.

9) Participate in LTC—Must participate in three events with at least  

    one being an individual event
10) Go to the youth Webpage—Go to the Student section and then under 

that go to “Going Deeper.” Read 4 Bible Studies listed there and then write a paragraph about each one explaining what you read and turn it in to Jered.
